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The States may impose much more
stringent requirements. We trust the
States. We have confidence in the
States. So let us not fall back into the
old trap of saying ‘‘Washington knows
best.’’ Let us give flexibility to the
States. Let us pass this bipartisan leg-
islation overwhelmingly. I urge adop-
tion of the bill before us.

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
rise in strong support of H.R. 2567, the Con-
structed Water Conveyances Reform Act of
1995. I want to thank Representative CONDIT
for his efforts to address this important issue.

California farmers have been very active in
developing innovative strategies for reducing
the discharge of pollutants into our natural wa-
terways. Producers in the Sacramento Valley
have used closed drainage systems that hold
water until its pesticides degrade, making it
safe for release. Such efforts have yielded ex-
tremely impressive results. However, the pos-
sibility that these closed drainage systems
could be required to meet water quality stand-
ards similar to those for natural waterways has
created a great deal or uncertainty for users of
these pollution control methods.

H.R. 2567 would provide the certainty need-
ed to ensure that these innovative efforts to
improve water quality can continue to go for-
ward. At the same time, its provisions will en-
sure that there is no change in the regulation
of the impact of constructed water convey-
ances on natural waterways. In the Sac-
ramento area, we already face significant chal-
lenges in protecting and improving the quality
of our waterways. We must not make this task
more difficult.

I am aware that the administration has ex-
pressed concern about certain aspects of this
legislation. I am pleased, however, that they
are committed to addressing the concerns of
California agriculture on this matter, and I am
ready to work with them to achieve resolution.

I urge my colleagues support for this issue
of great importance to California’s agricultural
economy.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WHITE). Pursuant to the rule, the pre-
vious question is ordered.

The question is on the committee
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute.

The committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and (three-
fifths having voted in favor thereof)
the bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the provisions of clause 5 of rule
I, the Chair announces he will postpone
further proceedings today on each mo-

tion to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 4 of rule XV.
Such rollcall votes, if postponed, will
be taken after debate has been con-
cluded on all motions to suspend the
rules.
f

REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO
NOTIFY THE PRESIDENT

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, your com-
mittee on the part of the House to join
a like committee on the part of the
Senate to notify the President of the
United States that a quorum of each
House has been assembled and is ready
to receive any communication that he
may be pleased to make has performed
that duty.

The President asked us to report that
he will be pleased to deliver his mes-
sage at 9 p.m. tonight to a joint session
of the two Houses.

Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, I con-
cur in the report of the majority lead-
er.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair thanks the majority leader and
the minority leader.
f

AWARDING CONGRESSIONAL GOLD
MEDAL TO RUTH AND BILL GRA-
HAM

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2657) to award a congressional
gold medal to Ruth and Billy Graham.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 2657

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The Congress hereby finds the following:
(1) Ruth and Billy Graham have made out-

standing and lasting contributions to moral-
ity, racial equality, family, philanthropy,
and religion.

(2) America’s most respected and admired
evangelical leader for the past half century,
Billy Graham’s crusades have reached
100,000,000 people in person and reached over
2,000,000,000 people worldwide on television.

(3) Billy Graham, throughout his 76 years
of life and his 52-year marriage to Ruth Gra-
ham, has exemplified the highest ideals of
teaching, counseling, ethics, charity, faith,
and family.

(4) Billy Graham’s daily newspaper column
and 14 books have provided spiritual counsel-
ing and personal enrichment to millions of
people.

(5) Ruth and Billy Graham have been the
driving force to create the Ruth and Billy
Graham Children’s Health Center at Memo-
rial Mission Hospital in Asherville, North
Carolina, whose vision it is to improve the
health and well-being of children and to be-
come a new resource for ending the pain and
suffering of children.
SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The
Speaker of the House of Representatives and
the President pro tempore of the Senate are
authorized to present, on behalf of the Con-
gress, to Billy and Ruth Graham a gold
medal of appropriate design, in recognition
of their outstanding and enduring contribu-
tions toward faith, morality, and charity.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of
the presentation referred to in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury shall
strike a gold medal with suitable emblems,
devices, and inscriptions to be determined by
the Secretary.

(c) GIFTS AND DONATIONS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the

Treasury may accept, use, and disburse gifts
or donations of property or money to carry
out this section.

(2) NO APPROPRIATION AUTHORIZED.—No
amount is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section.
SEC. 3. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

The Secretary of the Treasury may strike
and sell duplicates in bronze of the gold
medal struck pursuant to section 2 under
such regulations as the Secretary may pre-
scribe, at a price sufficient to cover the cost
thereof, including labor, materials, dies, use
of machinery, and overhead expenses, and
the cost of the gold medal.
SEC. 4. STATUS OF MEDALS.

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck
pursuant to this Act are national medals for
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United
States Code.

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
section 5134 of title 31, United States Code,
all medals struck under this Act shall be
considered to be numismatic items.
SEC. 5. TRANSFER OF ANY PROFIT TO LIBRARY

OF CONGRESS.
The Secretary of the Treasury shall trans-

fer an amount equal to the amount by
which—

(1) the sum of any gifts and donations re-
ceived by the Secretary in accordance with
section 2(c)(2) and any proceeds from the sale
of duplicate medals under section 3, exceeds

(2) the total amount of the costs incurred
by the Secretary in carrying out his Act,
from the Numismatic Public Enterprise
Fund to the Library of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Delaware [Mr. CASTLE] will be recog-
nized for 20 minutes, and the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. FLAKE]
will be recognized for 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Delaware [Mr. CASTLE].

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support
of H.R. 2657, the bill to award a con-
gressional gold medal to Ruth and
Billy Graham. Members on both sides
of the aisle support H.R. 2657. Included
on the list of 296 cosponsors are Speak-
er GINGRICH, Majority Leader ARMEY,
and Majority Whip DELAY. Chairman
LEACH of the Banking Committee,
Ranking Minority Member GONZALEZ,
and Representative FLAKE, ranking mi-
nority member of the subcommittee
are also cosponsors.

Throughout their lives Ruth and
Billy Graham have made great con-
tributions to American society. They
are religious leaders and role models.
Their commitment to each other and
their marriage is something both rare
and wonderful in today’s society. Billy
Graham’s crusades, daily newspaper
column, and books have helped mil-
lions of people in need. Ruth and
Billy’s support of the Children’s Health
Center in Asheville, NC is yet another
example of their dedication to the
health and well-being of our Nation’s
children.
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